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                                 Application Note

Alternate Chart of Accounts
When General Ledger information must be reported in a format other than the normal chart of accounts used for daily processing, the Alternate Chart of Accounts feature of STREAM II may be the answer.

Using the alternate chart of accounts table you may assign an account number from your house or “base” chart of accounts to any alternate account number by defining it in the alternate chart of accounts table.  Then you can produce financial statements using this alternate chart of accounts.

Some uses for alternate charts of accounts are:

1. Governmental reporting

2. Reporting to a parent company

3. State & Federal Tax Reporting

4. Consolidations

5. Alternate versions of financial statements

Organization

Each alternate chart of accounts is given a name.  This name is used to group the account records for each chart of accounts.   When using the "Alternate Chart of Accounts Management" program you must select the alternate chart of accounts you wish to work with, or you can create a new alternate chart or accounts.  A default of 1 is normally used for the first alternate chart of accounts you create on the system, and the reports that run based on the alternate accounts will use this as the default alternate account set.

Setup

Setting up alternate accounts is quite simple.  First, the alternate account sets to be maintained on the system are defined using a Generic Code Table.  Once this Generic Code table has been set up, the alternate account records can be created in one of two ways.

a. From the General Ledger Account Management program pull down menu you can view the alternate account records that an account is associated with using the Ctrl + A keys.  You can also create a new entry for a specific alternate chart of accounts at this point by pressing the INSERT key.

b. Using the Alternate Chart of Accounts Management program you can look at a (or create) a specific alternate chart of accounts.

When you are in the Alternate Chart of Accounts Management program you may select which alternate chart of accounts to work on by pressing the USER key to popup a list of the available alternate chart of accounts.  While in this list you can also press the INSERT key to create a new alternate chart of accounts and add it to the Generic Code table that defines the account sets maintained on the system.

Once you have selected an alternate chart of accounts, the records for that chart of accounts will be displayed and you may add, edit, and delete accounts.

Mapping accounts  

When you are entering records for an alternate chart of accounts set, all of the primary or base account/sub-account combinations should be mapped to an alternate account.  Failure to do this can result in invalid information being output on the Financial Statements printed by Alternate Account.  Once this has been done, the Trial Balance by Alternate Account can be produced and compared to the standard Trial Balance to verify that all account balances have been mapped.  If the two trial balance reports do not have the same totals or if the debit and credit amounts do not match on the Trial Balance by Alternate Account, it is extremely likely that you have failed to map all primary accounts.

Terms

Account - is the unique combination of account and sub-account within a department, within a division.

Base Chart of Accounts - Also referred to as the primary account.  This is the chart of accounts the company operates on.  All transactional activity takes place using this chart of accounts.

New Programs

FV043E00 - Offline Editor for Alternate Chart of Accounts File

FV043M02 - Alternate Account List (used to view or modify the alternate chart of accounts records for a specific general ledger account).

FV043S01 - Alternate Account Management (used to view or modify the Alternate Chart of Accounts records for all accounts).

FV043R01 - Alternate Accounts Trial Balance - Produces a Trial Balance using the Alternate Account set specified by the user.

FV043R02 - Alternate Account Description Report - Produces a list of the Alternate Chart of Accounts records for a particular account set.

FV043R21 – Income Statement by Alternate Account – Produces an Income Statement based on the selected Alternate Chart of Accounts.

FV043R31 – Balance Sheet by Alternate Account – Produces a Balance Sheet based on the selected Alternate Chart of Accounts.

Technical Notes

The alternate chart of accounts file (ALTACCT - File # 43) contains one record for each link from a base account to an alternate account.  The primary index defining the record is <SET> <ACCOUNT><SUB-ACCOUNT>.  The SET field contains the unique identifier that is assigned to the alternate chart of accounts when the name for it is created and is a number tracked by the alternate chart of accounts counter in the system parameters file (F248:#ALTCOFA).

Data Fields

The alternate chart of accounts file uses the following data fields in addition to the normal STREAM II data fields.

	Name
	Type
	Size
	Description

	Set
	Integer
	8
	This field ties multiple records in the ALTACC file together to form an alternate Chart of Accounts.  Normally the first alternate account set should be created as set 1.

	Acct
	Integer
	6
	The primary or base account number

	Sub
	Integer
	6
	The primary or base sub-account number.

	Alt_acct
	Integer
	6
	The alternate account number.

	Alt_Sub
	Integer
	6
	The alternate sub-account number.

	Type
	I
	2
	This field identifies the account type (this determines in which section of a financial statement the account should appear in).

	Sort
	Numric
	8.8
	Identifies where the account should appear on the financial statements within the type being output.

	Description
	ASCII
	30
	The description of the account.  This is defaulted from the base account when you first create the alternate account from the base chart of accounts.


Reporting

When a financial statement report is created using the alternate chart of accounts the following process takes place.

1. The user determines which financial statement to print and which alternate chart of accounts to use.

2. A SortFile is created to store the alternate chart of accounts during the reporting process.  The primary index of the SortFile is <Type><Sort><Acct><Sub>

3. The program scans the Account Period (ACCPER) file for the period(s) being reported on.

4. As each account period is processed the system looks up the correct alternate account number in the alternate chart of accounts file and either creates or updates the record in the SortFile

5. When all the appropriate accounts in the ACCPER file have been processed the system produces the financial statement from the SortFile.

Other Required Data

A Gencode table named ALTACSET is used to define the various account sets that are maintained on the system.  This table should be created and a record should be entered into it for each alternate account set to be maintained on the system.  The Gencode record format is as follows. 

Table: ALTACSET

Code:  The code for the account set (maximum 8 characters).

Description: The description of the account set (ie Group Chart of Accounts)

Verify:  Additional Descriptive information.
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